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Frem the New-York Gospel Herald. | spirit towards me, for which I shall ever fee) grateful, from my infancy, that a portion of mankind would be 
/and esteem them as my christian brethren, although | endlessly miserable, when I come to read the scrip- 


Another Excommunication, | 

The folowing is an account ef the excommunica- 
tion of a member from the communion of the Rev. J. 
Chace’s Church. in Delancey-street, in this city, for’ 
estimony of ** all God's holy prophets,”? 


testimony of Calvin's prophets. 


‘ ‘ 
t 


be] 

aud denying the 
To the Bethel Baptist Church. 

puAR ERETHREN—It is with the greatest pleasure 

‘hat ) am called upon by reason and my own feelings, 

a reason of the hope that isin me, with 

** But before 1 proceed directly to 


ieving the i 
| 
j 


49 give you” 
meekne: sand fe: 


this, T cannot refrain from noticing the unjust manner 


, 
ae 


f your proceedings towards me, in which you have 
one coutrary to your own covenant; for the eighth 
ticle of your covenant reads as follows—** Any mem- 


r who shall dissent from this covenant, or deviate 


yom the articles of church discipline, shall have no 


er 


at! | 
voice or membership in the church, afterthe measure | 
Arti- | 


has 


heen taken agreeably to article third,’ &c. 
Je third--‘* Members may apply toany officer of the 
church for advice, on matters of discipline, not divulg- 


. 
ner more 


tition on the subject. However, if a member ieel ag- 

eyieved or injured by another member, they aie first 

eo to thet member alone, and tell him or her of the! 

fanil; in case the matter should not be settled, ther 

ake 03 twe more alone that tirey may uy to set- 

tle the difficulty ; but if they cannot, the complaint 

may be made known to one of the officers of the 

7 church, who may try to settle it or report it to the 
? church. if he should think proper, and request the 


parties to attend a church meeting. Jf the church 
find the complaint just, and the parties obstinate, they 
shall be suspended from communion, and admonished 
te a compliance of what the church thinks right ; when 





second, or even until the third monthly church meet- 
ing to consider the matter, when, if they remain obsti- 
uate, they shall Le cut off from all privilege of the 

Now,erallowing that the church felt ag- 
grieved or injured in consequence of my change of 
sentiment, have you acted towards me according to 
the above cited article ? Certainly nut; for instead 
of the member, who understood that 1 had embraced 
universalism, waiting on, and endeavoring to reclaim 
me from what he considered to be an error, he imme- 
diately mentioned it to the church, and requested that 
4 committee should be appointed to wait on me,which 


church.” 


Was accordingly done ; and one of this committee men- 
tioned the same to me, (which was the first | knew of 
the church taking up « labour with me,) and requsted 
mie to mention when it would be convenient for me to 
ave them call on me. The time was appointed ;— 


when they accordingly came, and after about two 


| deed. 


than is necessary to obtain satisfactory infor- | 


- : ~~ ‘ { 
if they continue obstinate, they may have until the 


differing from me in sentiment. Iam also informed, 
they used their best endeavors to procure for me a 
hearing, butit was allin vain. It would not answer 
for a Universalist to speak before the church ; and the 
reason was, (as1 am informed,) you were afraid of my 
proselyting your members, or entangling some youth- 
ful minds. If this was the case, and I have no reason 
to doubt it, your cause must be a deplorable one in- 
For unless it was, you would not be afraid of 
letting your members hear for themselves the doctrine 
It was also stated by one of your 





il have embraced. 


| speak before the church, when you had excommuni- 
cated a member for only believing Arminianism, and 
joining a Methodist society. But, doubtless brethren, 
you will recollect, youehave always made it an uni-! 
form practice on all occasions, te give members a hear- 
| ing before the church, who may differ from you in 
|sentimeut ; provided they have not joined themselves 
with another society. How it can be said that I am 


in believing that there is one uncreated, self-existent, 
and Almighty First Cause, who is possessed of infinite 


‘our spirits, and the former of our hodies ; who is the 
disposer of all events, and who works all things after 
the counsel ef his own will, which is the salvation of 
iall men; whose nature and essence is Love ; and who 
‘hus made a revelation of his will to his creature man, 
in Which are contained all the doctrines of christianity, 
&e. If this be infidelity, all who have professed the 
‘christian religion are infidels in a greater or less de- 
leree ; while Paine, Voltaire, and all who have de- 
nied the authenticity of the scriptures, are men of fi- 
'delity ! 
As there is a possibility that this member’s mind is 
/so entangled with Calvinism as not to know the dif- 
ference between infidelity aud Universalism, 1! shall 
notice what, in my mind, is not the least among the 
minor mysteries of the day, viz. The church is divi- 
ded in opinion, one part believing in Calvinism, and 
the other in what is generally termed Fullerism, and 
/each party professing their willingness to believe in 
| Universalism in preference to the other’s doctrine ;— 
yet, when one of either parties embraces the doctrine | 
of the ** restitution of all things,” bot) parties join in 
excommunicating him from their society. Brethren, I 
have thought much on this, and cannot account for it 
on any other ground than this, that “ered and Pilate 
were mide friends the same day.”’ 
Brethren, as you would not suffer a 
believer in God’s unbounded goodness to all lis inte}- | 


despised 


ligent offspring to speak before the church, conde-| 
scend to notice the reasons of my changing my faith. 
In the first place—It is well known, at least to some 
of you, on my becoming a member with you, [ embra- 


an «infidel, 1 cannot conceive, unless infidelity consists | 


hours’ Conversation, in which time the most prominent! ced the leading principles of Calvinism ; and, in pro- 





passages (of scripture) were brought forward which | cess of time, drank deep in the spirit of Calvim. (‘That 
ure generally quoted, to prove the unmerciful suffer-|is in his principles.) I not only embraced, but stren- 
ings of our fellow-men, and [had given them my 0+} uously contended for them, among the small circle of 
pinion of them, according to the understanding I trust 


my acquaintance, and was thought by them to be a 
the Lord hath given me of them, they promised me ] 


j most rigid Calvinist ; and no doubt they saw the doc- 


should have a héaring before the church, which bas |trine more free from errors than I did myself, for there 
not been granted me. 

I do not.attach any blame to the committee, for in 
the visit they made me, they roanifested a christian 


were always certain difficulties attending my belief, 
which I could not solve, but still Iwas honest. | 
could see nO other way. For Laving it rooted in me 











tures for myself, I thought if this was the case, it must 
have been the will of the Almighty from all eternity ; 
for | am there taught that his will is like himself, un- 
alterable. And that whatsoever he desireth, that he 
doeth. Think it not-strange, brethren, when | tell 
you | was frequently unhappy. For there was alway? 
a certain gloom in my breast, not particularly for my- 
self, for I thought that I was one of the elect ; but for 
those whom | considered to be objects of God’s never- 
ending and implacable vengeance. Ofttimes I have 
looked at an innocent infant in the arms of its mother, 


|members that it would be out of order to let an infidel! and thought, (and in reason too, if the doctrine of re- 


probation be true,) perhaps you are one of the repro- 
bates, and an object of God’s hatred. This would 
chill my blood, palsy every nerve, and render me un- 
speakably unhappy ; for I could not be happy if any 
of my fellow beings were endlessly miserable. In this 
revery the words of Christ, like so many peals of thun- 
der, would cross my mind, ** Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” But still 1 could not believe the 
despised doctrine of Universalism. Some, |! thought, 
must be miserable in a future world; and if this were 


goodness, power, and wisdom ; who is the Father of | the case, the doctrine of reprobation must be true, for 


God cannot be disappointed. But, thanks be to God, 
brethren, the gloom of Calrinism is chased from my 
mind, by the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, 
through which life and immortality are brought to 
light, for a fallen world. Ino more view the father 
of our spirits as wrathful and implacable towards un- 
born infants, and consigning to ceaseless and inexpres- 
sible wo, myriads of human beings. 


Instead of having these gloomy views of Deity, 1! 
now look up to him as the Father of the spirits of e// 
Jlesh ; loving all his offspring, delighting in their hap- 
piness, and desiring the misery of none. For ** God is 
Love ; and he that loveth not, knowcth not God.”’— 
(2 John iv. 8.) If God is love, all his dealings towards 
his creature man must be in Joving kindness ; for love 
thinketh no evil; and whom the “ Lord loveth he 
chasteneth,and scourgeth every son whom he receiyeth. 
(Heb. xii. 6.) And ‘* God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten son,” &c. (John iii. 16.) The 
motive for chastising whom he loveth is the following : 
** For they (our earthly fathers) verily for a few dats 
chastened us after their own pleasure, Lut he (God) 
for our profit, that we might be made partakers of his 
holiness,”? (feb. xii. 10.) *’ The Lord doth 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.— 
To crush under his feet all the prisoners of the earth, 
to turn aside the right of man before the Most High.” 
(Lamentation iii. 34, 35.) * But though he 
cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to 
the multitude of his tender mercies. (52d verse.) For 
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to 
anger, and of greal mercy. The Ird is good to all, 
works. Ali 
thy works shall praise thee, O Lord; and thy saints 
bless thee.” (Praln. cxlv. 8, 9, 10.) If all his 
works praise him, they will all be brought to glorify 
God, for ‘* he that offereth praise glorifieth the Lord.” 
(Psalm 3. 23.) For * he shall send Jesus which be- 
foge was preached unto you, whom the heaven must 
receive until the times of restitution of all things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets, since the world began.” (Acts iii, 20, 21.) 


Again: 





2 
Jy 


and his tender mercies are over all his 











Fd 


74 


‘« In thee shall all the families of the earth be bles- 
sed.” (Genesis xii. 3.) “+ Ye are the children of tlie 
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with 
our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed 
chall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.” Acts 
iii. 15. “ And the scripture forseeing that God would 
jastify the heathen through faith, preached before the 
gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all naticns 
be blessed.” Galatians iii. 8. ‘* All nations whom 
thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, 
O Lord, and shall glorify thyname.” Psalm Ixxxvi. 
9, ‘ All the ends of the earth shall remember and 
turn unto the Lord,and all the kindreds of the nations 
shall wership before chee, for the kingdom is the 
Lord’s, and he is governor among the nations.’’ Psalm 
xxii. 27,28. ‘* Look unto me and be ye saved all 
the ends of the earth, for I am God and there is 
none else. I have sworn by myself, the word has gone 
eut of my mouth, righteousness, and shall not return, 
that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall 
swear, surely shall say, In the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength, to him shall come, and ail that are 
incensed against him shall be ashamed.”’ Isaiah xlv. 
22, 24. 

With this compare Romans x. 10. ‘* For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.”? Also Isaiah 
ly. 10,11. ‘* For asthe rain cometh down, and the 
snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but wa- 
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me, tliat of all’which he “hath given me F should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up at the last day.” vi. 


tentively, for the benevolence of our heavenly Father 
toward the human family is proved in every passage. 
Again : ** Now we know, that what things soever the 
law saith it saith to them that are under the law, that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world be- 
come guilty before God.” Romans iii. 19. “ But 
when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to re- 
deem that were under the law.” Galatians iv. 4, 5 
Surely the ransomed o the Lord shall return and 
come unto Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon 
their heads. 
hosts hath made unto all people a feast of fat things, 
&c. And God himself shall wipe away tears from al] 
| faces, and the rebuke of his people (the Jews) shall 
he take from off all the earth. This is truth for the 
Lord hath spoken it. It is for believing these testimo- 
nies that I am excluded from your society, and called 
a heretic and infidel ; but these opprobious names do 
not destroy that peace of mind | have, in placing un- 
limited confidence in these promises of God. But, on 
the contrary, I rejoice in believing, with joy unspeak- 
able and fuil of glory. My mind is calm and reposed ; 





_ trusting in the veracity of God for the fulfilment of his 


And in this mountain (Zion) the Lord of 


" “~ * aia tion, 
unto the Son ; and this .is the will of him that sent4shall save a soul from death’??? Butl aman anon. 


ymous” writer “in a weekly newspaper,” and jt is 
said that he will not enter into a controversy aj any 
time with such an one. If he wishes my name, | wil] 
give it to him ; and if he will admit me into the Chris. 
}tian Disciple, | will embrace the first opportunity to 
}send him a communication. For, if I am in error, | 
| ought to know it, | am anxious to know it ; and if he 
thinks of the sentiment I believe ashe says he does 
in my opinion it is his duty to use every proper means 
to convince me that] am wrong. This part of my 
communication may have a more direct reference to 
the editor of the Disciple than to‘ Berean.” | was 
naturally led to make these remarks by the first para- 
graph of Berean’s communication, and by the conyic. 
tion, that as he spake so confidently of the course 
which the editor of the Disciple would pursue, he 
must be either the editor himself, or one of his inti- 
mate friends. 

‘* Berea’ thinks that | have misapprehended the 
editor of the Disciple. Let us see: The editor said, 
the doctrine of rewards and punishments in the next 
world for our actions in this life, “ is forced upon the 
mind by every just view of the character and govern. 
ment of God.” | think now as I thought before, that 
if this doctrine be forced upon the mind by every just 
view of the character and government of God, it must 
be consistent with them. A contrary doctrine, then, 
must be inconsistent with them ; and of course there 








tereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, | promise ; looking forward with joy to the time, when | ¥** ”° impropriety in my saying that I could not see 
that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the | the mystery of God shall be accomplished which he | #°W it was inconsistent with the character or govern- 
eater, so shail my word be that goeth forth out of my| hath spoken to his prophets, when all things shall be ment of God to punish and reward mankind adequate- 
mouth, it shall not return unto me void, but it shall ac-| gathered together in Christ. Then, the Devil and his | ly in this life, for their actions here. If the editor ef 


complish that which I please, and prosper in the thing | works will all be destroyed ; for which purpose Christ | 


whereunto I sent it.’ “1 have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth, saith the Lord, wherefore turn 
and live ye.” Ezek. xviii. 30. Compare this with 
Isaiah xlvi. 10. ‘* Declaring the end from the begin- 


| came, and took that fleshand blood of which all na- 
tions are made. Then shall the whole creation be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption into the glori- 
ous hberty of the children of God ; and all who have 


‘the Disciple believes that it is consistent with the 


' character and government of God nofto punish and 
! . . “¢ 

| reward menu adequately in this life, how cau he be- 
i lieve that af is consistent with them fo do the same? Is 


| , . ~ 
j at consistent with God’s character and governwent fo 


: : , ; : tie Se al fips “8 / Lae lo the enmem Shilo ? 
ning, and from ancient times the things that are not! died in Adam, shall, in Christ, their spiritual head, be | do and not fo dy the same thing : 


yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and | will 


live. ‘I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, 
and will hold thine hand and will keep thee, and give 
thee for a covenant of the people, for alight of the 
Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, (not a part of them,) 
to bring out the prisoners (not help them out) from the 
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison 
house.”’ Isaiah xlii. 6,7. ‘* For all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God, being jus/cfied freely 
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.» Rom. iii. 23,24. ‘* Who will have all men to 
be saved and come unto the knowledge of the truth.— 
For there is one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time.” 1 Timothy ii. 5, 6. “* For 
the love of Christ constraineth us because we thus 
jadge, if one died for all, then were all dead ;— 
and that he died for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him who 
died for them and rose again.”’ 2 Cor. vy. 14, 15. See 
also 19th verse. ‘* To wit, that God was in Christ re- 
conciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them, and hath commiited unto us the 
word of reconciliation.” 

Again. ‘* We have seen and do testify, that the 


Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” ! 


i John iv. 14. “ And he is the propitiation for our 
(the elect’s) sins, and not for ours (the elect’s) only, 
but for the sins of the whole world.” ii.2. ** For God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be saved..”»—— 
John iii. 17. * For the bread of God is he which 
eometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the 
world.” vi. 33.‘ As thou hast given him power over 
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him.” xvii. 2. And the Father 
speaking saith, * All souls are mine.” Christ 
fauh, ‘* All that the Father hath he hath given 


;made alive. Forhbe isthe head of every man, the | 
do all my pleasure.” Then the sinner must turn and | 


first born of e¥éry Creature, and ail who have borne 


of the heavenly. And when Christ shall have sub- 
dued all things unto him, then shall he also be snb- 
ject unto the Father, that God may be all in all. Then 
will our fallen world be made the recipients of immor- 
tality and endless life, For Christ says, ** Because | 
live, ye shall live also.” And he is ** made after the 
power of an endless life.” Then will the triumphant 
song be sung, by every creature—* O Death, where 
is thy sting? O Grave, where is thy victory?” Ey- 
en so, Lord Jesus, let it be. Amen! HALLELvsAn! 
WM. WHITE. 
New-York, Oct. 14, 1823. 
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“* Reply to Berean.” 


I am glad that a writer of as good talents as ‘+ Be- 
rean”’ has noticed my communication relative to an 
extract from the Christian Disciple, on the subject of 
future punishment, which, by many considerations, is 
rendered important. But I am disappointed and sorry 
to learn that it is probable the editor of the Christian 
Disciple will not enter into a controversy on this sub- 
ject. He says of the doctrine which I sincerely be- 
lieve, “*that it makes a very slight distinction between 
the virtuous and the wicked, while it leave vice with- 
out its most solemn and effectual restraint.” J am, 
according to this, in a very dangerous error ; the most 
solemn and effectual restraint upon vice is lost to me. 
And yet the one who tells me of this will not conde- 
scend to take me by the hand and assist me out of my 
dangerous situation. Does he not know “that he 











| which converteth the sinner froin the error of his way 


the image of the earthly man shall also bear the image | 


merits of individuals. 
tures which ! have quoted. 


** Berean”? asks whether the providence of God is 
** [sit true or not true,” says 
(s . . . . . 

ihe, ** that God, in his providence, does dispose and 


j unequal in the world. 


|control in a wouderful manney, the affairs and actions 
(of men? Is it true or not true, that this disposition 
and control of the affairs and actions of men results ia 
the unequal distribution of the blessings and afflictions, 
the comforts and deprivations of this life, without re- 
gard to the merit or demerit of the individuals who 
Berean maintains that these proposi- 
tions are true. It will do but little good for me to ex- 
press my surprise. I feel disposed to make an appeal 
to the scriptures on this subject, whose doctrines are 
by all acknowledged to be consistent with the charace 
ter and government of God. Sciomon says, wisdom’s 
‘‘ ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
The curse of the Lord is in the house of the 


compose it ?”” 


peace. 
wicked, but he blesseth the habitation of the 
just.” Prov. iii. 17, 33. He also says “* the way 


of transgressors is hard.” Prov. xiii. 15. Paul says of 
the wicked, ‘‘ destruction and misery are in their 
ways,and the way of peace have they not known.”— 
Rom. iii. 16,17. It would be an endless work to 
quote all the scriptures upen this subject. But Tam 
disposed to see what the Bible says of the reward of 
one particular virtue, viz. industry—whether it places 
it in this, or a future state. Solomon says, ** the hand 
of the diligent maketh rich” ; ‘‘ the thoughts of the 
diligent tend only to plenty” ; ‘‘the substance of @ 
diligeut man és precious’? ; “ the soul of the diligent 
shall be made fat” ; ‘* seest thou a man diligent ™ 
his business, he shall stand before kings, he shalt not 
stand before mean mex.”? Now we know that these 
rewards are not to be conferred in a future state. Aud 
yet my antagonist “* Berean” thinks that tke blessings 
and afflictions, the comforts and deprivat‘ons of this 
life are distributed irrespectively of the merits oF de- 
Let him coasider the scrip 
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Ije thinks that we sometimes see the wicked “ re- 
yelling in prosperity, decked out in sumptuous clothes, 
iving upon costly viands,’”’ &c. I would ask, setting 
aside the idea of a future retribution, whether he 
would exchange situations with them? How empty 
and unsatisfactory must be their pleasures! A man 
may be poor ; but if he is virtuous, he will be more 
happy in the midst of his poverty, than those in whose 
wavs are destruction and misery, and who have not 
‘known the way of peace. What happiness do their 
eplendour and pageantry give them? What virtuous 
man envies them? The poverty of a good man isnot 
to him what it would be to the gambler, or drunkard, 
who had wasted his substancé in riotous living.— 
These remarks are made upon the supposition that a 
virtuous man may be poor. This, however, is not 
generally the case. ifamanadd industry and pru- 
dence to his other virtnes, he seldom fails of obtain- 
ing andretaining a competent portion of this world’s 
goods. 

‘‘ Berean” says, ** many an honest man has been 
cursed with a termagant or a shrew for a wife—while 
many @ wicked man has been blessed with an angel 
for the partner of his bosom.” Whose: fault is all this ? 
He will not, I trust, ascribe it toGod. Did not the 
honest man make choice of his wife? If he got a bad 
one, was it not his own fault? If the good woman 
has a bad husband, did she not choose him? And will 
she fare any worse, will her reflections be more disa- 
zreeable in (his world, for having done him a good 
service ? 

But suppose we allow that the providence of God is 
unequal in this world, what-proof have we that it will 
The Bible says nothing about a 
Cannot those who think 


ever be otherwise / 
change in God's providence. 


‘ uneqnal.dispose of the ides any better than to make 
ta pretext tor God to torment his creatures in a fu- 
tyre state ? Was not God the author of this inequali- 


ty which people think they see in his providence ?— 
How much better then the doctrine of future 
punishment appear with, than witbout the idea of un- 
equal providence ? But we would inquire how far the 
sentimeit of Berean will go toward maintaining the 
doctrine of endless misery, which some unitarians 
would have us think they believe. 

He contends for the doctrine of future punishment 
ipon the principle that all men will not be treated 
impartially, if there be no misery in the next state.— 
He thinks that the good who suffer here must be bles- 
sed hereafter, and the bad who prosper here punished 
until things shall be reduced to an equality. Now it 
certainly will not take all eternity to do this. For to 
make those who have been miserable here enjoy as 
much happiness as those shall suffer misery who have 


does 


been happy here (and this is the general opinion of | 


this subject) will take but a few years, certainly not 
more than we live in this world. None would be per- 
fectly or endlessly happy ; none would be entirely or 
eternally miserable. ‘The future world would be just 
such an one as this, and there might be some there 
contending for the idea of unequal providence. So we 
see that we refute the doctrine of endless misery with 
Berean’s arguments. 

‘ Berean” is requested to inform me whether he 
applies the passage of scripture which he has quoted 
(Matt. xxv. 46) to a future state of eternal torment. 

RICHARDS. 
———) oi 
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SOME REMARKS ON AN UNGENEROUS AND 
WICKED ATTACK ON UNIVERSAL- 
ISTS, AND THE DOCTRINE 
THEY BELIEVE. 

There has been published late- 
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tidings of great joy ; or the Doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation clearly stated, incontestibly proved, ond faith- 
fully applied,” which professes to have been “ preach- 
ed and published by a doctor of the sect.” The“ Relig- 
ious Inquirer,”a valuable paper published in Hartford, 
Con. states that this pamphlet was issued from the 
press of Mr. Gleason, in that city, and “* published by 
Mr. Kendrick, a missionary, who is now spreading ii 
through the country.”—Rel. In. Vol. ii. No 22. 


It is unaccountably strange that people professing 
the religion of Jesus Christ, which breathes “ peace on 
earth and good will to men,” which bids us love our 
neighbours as ourselves, and do unto others as we 
would that they should do unto us, which exhorts us to 
** have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that 
are out of the way,” which warns us particularly a- 
gainst rash judgment, which encourages us to follow 
peace with, and do good unto all men—it is unac- 
couniably strange, we say, that people professing this 
religion, should descend so far from their high and ho- 
ly calling as to misrepresent the doctrines and argu- 
ments, and to slander the characters of those who dif- 
fer from them in their views of the Scriptures. And, 
although we must weep for christianity when we say 
it, yet such is the case. Those who believe in super- 
natural conversions, who make the most fervid profes- 
sions of love to God and men, and who constantly in- 
sist that they have been regenerated by his spirit ,have 
been willing to state unprovoked and aggravated 
falsehoods against universalists. We feel grieved for 
our brethren who oppose us in this way; we pity 
| them for the disgrace they have brought upon them- 
| selves ; we are sincerely sorry that they have com- 
| pelled us to make these statements concerning them ; 
but no person uninfluenced by attachments to sects 
and parties, can read the pamphlet to which we have 
alluded, and think that we have uged any other than 
mild terms. People who disapprove of the opposition 
of the Jews to Christ, cannot, consistently, recommend 
the conduct of which we have complained. We know 
that universalists are a sect Whid& is every where 
spoken against. ; (Acts xxviii. 22,) and we confess that 
we can see no difference between the spirit which 
speaks against itin the way we have noticed, and 
that which actuated the Jews in the days of our Lord. 
- We have never seen a more accurate parallel than is 
some of the conduct of our opposers to that of tha Jew- 
ish nation generally to Jesus Christ. He said of them 
‘that they loved darkness ratber than light, and he 
| told the reason. Why was this pamphlet sent into 
| the world without the name of its author? Why did 
‘it not inform us where it was printed, and by whom ? 
| Why all this darkness ?— What does this pamphlet say 
| of Universalists? It represents them as the worst of 
all people. What did the Jews say of Christ? They | 
represented him as a glutton, and a wine bibber; and 
John the Baptist as having a devil. Now where is 
the difference? ‘if they call the master of the house 
Beelzebub,”’ says Christ, ** how much more shall they 
call those of his household ?”?, Our Saviour seemed to 
think that some people would conduct as our opposers 
have, for he says to his followers, ‘* Blessed are ye 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and 
say all manner of evil against you falsely,”’ &c: 

This pamphlet, perhaps, stands unrivalled as a flag- 
ant. false, cruel, unwarrantahbte, publication. The 
writer, instead of stating, proving, or applying the 
doctrine of universal salvation, bas done nothing bet- 
ter than to pour out a fiood of the basest slander ; for 
this is the mildest character his language poss,esses.— 
He appears foolish in the extreme. He may think 
that if people do not cai! him honest, they will think 
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then, and we have ascertained what our children 
learn from missionaries at sunday schools. We see 
what manner of spirit they are of ; we have seen what 
regard they have for truth ; and we have ascertained 
that our views of some of them have been correct, 
when we have thought they were cowardly, hypocri- 
cal, and wicked. Such “have a zeal, but not ac- 
cording to knowledge” ; “they pretend to have a 
form of godliness, but deny the power therof.” 

We shall be very sparing of quotations from this 
pamphlet, whose object is ridicule. It needs not to be 
disproved. But we shall quote one sentence from it to 
shew that the design of its author was to misrepresent 
the doctrine and arguments of Universalists. .Some- 
times people misrepresent a doctrine unintentionally ; 
they are to be excused. But the author of this has, 
we must think, with wicked designs, knowingly mis- 
represented the arguments of Universalists. He says, 
‘* in innumerable passages of the Bible you may find 
it written, all, all men ; in other places, go ; in other 
places, to heaven ; which being put together, reads 
thus, all men go to heaven.” Mr, Kendrick, who 
professes to be born of the spirit, gives this as a speci- 
men of the arguments which Universalists use! No 
Universalist ever argued so; he never knew one to 
use such an argument; and, therefore, we cannot but 
regard this as a designed misrepresentation. How cam 
we think such a man to be honest? He says that the 
sermon of which he is the author was ‘* preached and 
published by a doctor of the sect,” meaning the sect 
of universalists. Now he knew this to be a falsehood ; 
and he spake it designedly to injure universalists.— 
How dishonest and pusilanimous does this self-styled 
herald of the cross appear! How unlike the blessed 
Son of God ishe! Ue professes to believe that the 
doctrine of Calvinism has a most powerful influence 
upon the heart. If we can judge of its influence by 
his condact, we shall say ** heaven shield us.” 

While our opposers are actuated by the spirit man- 
ifested in this pamphlet, we shall expect no better 
treatment from them. We are more and more con- 
firmed in what we believe. They pay no attention to 
our arguments, except it be to call them sophistry.— 
We have prepared ourselves to meet them whenever 
they will meet us in a@ proper way; but as long 
as they continue their present line of conduct, 
they shall be the subjects of our pity. If they expect 
to convince us in this way,they make a great mistake. 
For we are determined not to abandon the position we 
have taken, until we are convinced by scriptural ar- 
arguments that it is untenable. We shall look upon 
things like Mr. K’s. pamphlet, to be signs of dissress ; 
and we shall think that our opposers are driven to 
such despicable means to support themselves by mac- 
ness for the want of scripture and reason to maintain 
their cause. How disagreeably must they feel! Pev- 
ple are growing “‘ in grace and the knowledge of ow 


| Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ;”” they begin to cali 


for argument, having become sick of asperity and dog- 
matical assertions. The priests do all they can ; they 
raise the cry of heresy, licentious doctrine ; but the 
people have heard this so much, and so oiten seen its 
falsity, that they have become utterly unsatisiied wit! 
it. And we anticipate with unspeakable joy that hap- 
py day whenall will obey the apostie’s injunction. 
viz: ‘* prove all things: hold fast that which is 
good.” 

We will conclude with the words of another wri- 
ter:.** The candid man, who is in search of truth, and 
who possesses, even in a small degree, a desire for his 
neighbour’s welfare, will always make a proper dis- 
tinction between nase and arvgument—between truth 


and. misrepresentation. bor ourselves, much as we 





he is witty. Bathe is not even so. His allusions are 
incorrect, and his language is indecent. If he has! 
faithfully dove any thing, it is to slander and revile.— 4; 


ry: Well, we now know where} 
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lament this untoward and wicked spirit, we are 
wined to move stendily ou. ‘ihese thir.gs may « 
difficulty, but they wiil not long prove obstructions.—- 
Ovr opponenis, wih al 
ads 


Vords alone are but wind. 
their zeal, unless accompanied with knowledge, 
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acco.nplish nothing, but the pulling down of their 


own Babel. Our opposers little think that we commis- 
misserate (heir sufferings, and that pi/y is the only e- 
motion their rage excites in us. We know they can- 
not injure us ; and they know that their malevolent 
expressions and wishes are a torment to themselves.” 
R. Coes, 
Bridgewater, Sept. 29th, 1823. 





SELECTED. 


“GOD IS LIGHT.” 


BY WILLIAM RAY. 


Thou art, Almighty Lord of all, 
From everlasting still the same ; 
Before thee dazzling seraphs fall, 
And veil their faces in a flame, 
To see such bright perfections glow— 
- Such floods of glory from thee flow. 


What mortal hand shall dare to paint 
A semblance of thy glory, Lord? 

The brightest rainbow tints are faint— 
The brightest stars of Heaven afford 

A dim effusion of those rays — 

Of light that round Jehovah blaze. 


The Sun himself is buta gleam— 

A transient meteor from his throne ; 
And every frail and fickle beam 

That ever in creation shone, 
Is nothing, Lord, compar’d to thee, 
In thy own vast eternity- 


But though thy brightness may create 
All worship from the hearts above, 

What most thy name must elevate, 
Is—that thou art a God of love, 

And mercy is the central sun 

Of all thy glories joined in one. 








UNI¥ ERSALIST 


| result—and ifa mean used by God, then the mean it 
self is good—give it what appellation you may. You 
say, * I retort your question, and ask why an odious 
occurrence may not be cailed evil, although it may e- 
¥entuate in good’?? You seem here to take that for 
granted,which | am now contesting—You should have 
| proved that real odious occurrences and evils do exist, 
‘before you ask, why they may rat be called such ‘— 
'If “ felony, robbery, and murders”’ are ‘means which 
God makes use of to answer certain valuable purpo- 
ses—and if he never employs bad means, then they 
are good, and not eril. God wrought in Joseph’s bre th- 
ren, both to will and to do of his good pleasure—con- when we are in such a situation ; the goodness of God 
sequently, they performed his will and pleasure, in, is hidden from our eyes; the unhappy situation of our. 
selling their brother in Egypt. ‘* It is not in man that selves and our neighbours, fills the whole of our 
walketh to direct his steps” ; therefore, no step taken, thoughts, and we are apt to think of God as the great. 
and no act performed by him, being aided by the Ru- | est enemy we have. 

ler of all things, who worketh in man both to will and | But, how terrible soever these may appear, they 
to do of His good pleasure, can be a real evil. It seems; are not the opinions of all men ; we begin to see the 
necessary, in order, with propriety, to give any thing, | irrationality of such principles ; we derive better in- 
in the government of the Almighty, the appellation of | formation from reason and revelation ; and are led to 
evil, that you first prove that He employs means to ac- | look upon God as he really is ; not as some vain mor 


MAGAZINE. 
given by an unmerciful hand; that he has made Us for 
destruction, to satisfy his wrath ; that we are totally 
depraved, and numberless other things of like nature 
which tend to produce hatred, instead of feelings of 
gratitude io the Giver of every good thing. 
2. When we offer prayer to the Almighty, instead 
of praising him for his “‘goodness and loving kindness, 
we are taught to bow down and petition for mercy,that 
we may be spared from the wrath of an avengeful 
God ; who will doom to everlasting misery those whom 
he has chosen for that purpose. The praises that are 
ilue to the Divine Being can never be recognised, 











A NECESSARIAN, 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





Messrs. Epirors, 


1 am now induced to request 


you to have the goodness to communicate to me, 
through the medium of your useful paper, your opin- 
ion of I. Tim. v. 24, 25.—‘** Some mens’ sins are open 
before hand,going before to judgment; and some mens’ 
they follow after. Likewise also the good works of 
some are manifest heforehand ; and they that are oth- 
erwise cannot be hid.”’ By attending to the above as 
soon as convenient. you will merit the highest esteem 
of your constant reader, 

MAXIM. 


_———D ss 
hy Qa __ 


POR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





FOK THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Reply to a “ Friend to Propriety.” 


As my opponent has taken Propricly as his signature, 
it may not be improper that we establish certain dala 
from which to reason, so as not to involve the mind in 
a series of difficulties. 
nothing 


** God is love,” consequently, 
from Him can be eril. if 
what He permits to be, or designs shall be, which is 
the same, is productive of the greatest possible good, 
why is not the cause equally as good, in itself, as the 
consequence, when equallv as necessary? My oppo- 
nent says, “‘shall we refuse to give the appellation of 
poison to hemlock, because it is sometimes productive 
of salutary consequences ?” 
ceive, mnect the ot 


3) 


emanating 


This does not, as I con- 
jection—and for this reason. It is 
not to be supposed that our heavenly father permits or 
designs any thing which does not unavoidably produce 
the most salutary consequences—Hence, the greatest 
Hemlock may be administered with a hope, 
and design of producing the most salutary consequen- 
ces, and yet, im the result, produce the inost deadly. 
But not so in the government of God, for it is impossi- 
ble that Ile should err; and itis presumed, no one 
will say, that the means which He employs, to effec‘ 
any purpose, are bad, and if not, they must be good, 
consequently, Friend to Propriety does not obviate 
the cifficulty at which he aims—for what he culls er?! , 
he will pot dony isa mean of producing xood 


t — 


} 
good. 
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Oh that men would psaise ihe Lord for his goodness, 
and for his loving kindness to the children of 


men.—-Ps. cvii. 8 


The “goodness of God,” and 


** his loving kindness,” are here represented as the 
chief things which should draw from us the praise 
which is due to our Creator. 

In the ordinary affairs of life, it is no uncommon 
thing to look upon those, from whom we receive ben- 
efits, as our friends ; and to praise them in proportion 
to their good qualities, and to the favours which they 
confer upon us ; and, on the contrary, to those from 
whom we reccive no favours, and who, instead of act- 
ing in a laudable manner do the reverse, we naturally 
ascribe their proper deserts. But in the affairs of re- 
ligion, we seem wholly to disregard these things ; and 
to act, as it were, contrary to nature and reason ; and 
instead of praising Him from whom every good thing 
is derived, we look upon him as a tyrant. Now it ve- 
ry naturally arises in our minds what can be the cause 
of such difference in our conduct towards our Creator. 
from that towards our earthly friends. This, | think, 
may be explained in the following manner. 

1. That our sentiments, as they respect religion, 
are such as allow us to think only in an unfavorable 
manner of God and his blessings. We are taught, in 
our early years, that God is not the friend of all man- 





kind ; that these things which we daily veceive, are 


complish certain ends or purposes which are not good. | 


tals fancy, but as he appears in the works of pature, 
and as he is represented in the scriptures.. Hence we 
very naturally conclude that God is represented by 
such sentiments differently trom what he really is ;— 
therefore, we say, that in order to praise God for his 
goodness, and for his loving kindness, we must be sen- 
sible of that goodness, and experience that loving 
kindness ; because for these only we are to praise 
God ; for these only we are to magnify his name ;— 
and until these are experienced, we can never praise 
God in a manner suitable to his greatness, nor accord- 
ing to his goodness ; but when we are satisfied of the 
character of God, we can then exclaim with the 
Psalmist, ** Oh that men would praise the Lord for his 


goodness, and for his loving kindness to the children of 
{men,”? 


| 


| 





J. F. M. 





To Correspondents. 


The communication sigued ** A. H.” is thought too 
wide from the subject in dispute, for insertion. 
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MARRIED, 


In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Wisner, the Rev. Dan- 
iel Huntington, of East Bridgewater, to Miss Alma 
French, daughter of Benj. French, Esq. 

By the Rev. Dr. Lowell, Mr. Chapin Rice to Miss 
Mary Thomas. 

In Newton, by Rev. Thomas Whittemore of Cam- 


bridge, Mr. Walter M’Farland of Newton, to Miss El 
za Pirkius of Framingham. 





——— 





DIED, 

In this city, on Monday evening la , Mr. Benj. Jep- 
son, aged 45. F 

Mary Sanger, only child of Lucy and Joshua Crane, 
aged 4 years. 

In Charlton, on the 22d inst. Isaiah Rider,Esq. aged 
48—for many years « representative to the legislature 
from that town. 








OR sale at this office, a few copies of Rev. Hosea 
Ballou’s ** Notes on the Parables.”—Price §1. 


A few copies of Rev. H Ballou’s **Treatise on Atone- 
ment.”’—Price $1., 








A few copies of Rev. A.Kneeland’s Translation of the 
New Testament, according to Griesbach,—Price of the 
Greck alone, $3; Greek and English, (2 vols-) S4, 
English alone, $1 50. 


Also, Rev. H. Ballou’s Series of Letters, in defence of 
divine Revelation.—Price one dollar. 


A Review of a Pamphet entitled, ** The doctrine of 
the immediate happiness of all men, at the article 
death, examined in a Letter to a friend,” by Charles 
Iudson.——By Thomas Whittemore.--Price 12 ]-* 
cents single. 




















